very high order of clinical judgment, a personality with
great depths of fortitude, compassion and radiant optimism.
It also requires a keen sense of the realities of life. If a
doctor keeps on giving false hopes, for example, to a
serious patient of coronary thrombosis with a childless pros-
pective widow an half-a-dozen heirs, without suggesting
that a cwilF may be executed, he is committing a crime
against humanity. But it is a moot point whether a
diagnosis of death should be divulged to a patient. There
are very many people, who can face death calmly and, in
some cases, it may hasten the end. Nonetheless, every
intelligent patient, just as he ordered his life, would like to
order his death or life antecedent to it. So, if the doctor
does not anticipate a deterioration in the patient's condi-
tion by a grave prognosis, the patient is entitled to know
the bitter truth, with as much sugar coating as required.
The relations and the patient must know the suitable time
for executing a will.

I was asked to see a middle-aged rich man with
breathlessness of some days duration, under the treatment
of an Ayurvedic doctor. The patient was under my treat-
ment a decade previously. That was the reason for the
patient's wife insisting on my seeing the patient at the
unearthly hour of 2 a.m. When I visited the patient, he
was in a really bad state, struggling for his breath, with
oedema on both feet and a big liver. The patient, as soon
as I entered the room greeted me but appeared to be in a
stupor, answering questions haltingly and sometimes
Incoherently. After my examination, the wife asked me
about the diagnosis, and the prognosis; I had to tell her
that there was very little hope in her husband's critical
state. I suggested .that she should try some other system
for a change. Then the patient's wife came out with the
real point in their consulting me:

" Doctor, you know I have no children. Do you think
my husband should execute a will 7 "

I countered the question with-a few more questions.
*cHas he not executed a will? Why was there so much
delay ? When on your own testimony, he was seriously ill
the last two weeks, why did you wait?"
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